
    WingHaven Residential Owners’ Association 

To All Voting Members,        April 2016 

In response to concerns and questions raised due to the City of O’Fallon program enforcing city codes on 
the clearance of roadside trees in WingHaven. 

We would first like to address the misconception that any money goes to WingHaven Country Club. As 
former director and current Voting Member Gene Stecher stated, not one cent goes to the country club 
and never has. 

A question was raised in response concerning what the Master Association charge was for. First, The 
WingHaven Master Association is a Missouri nonprofit corporation that performs duties and 
responsibilities as may be assigned by the Master Declaration, submitted to the Recorder of Deeds in St. 
Charles County on December 24, 1997. This legal entity is separate from the WROA, but performs 
services for which they bill us annually. Those services include maintenance along WingHaven Blvd, 
Falcon Hill Parkway, and Phoenix Parkway, and the WingHaven monuments. These services encompass: 

Administrative fees 
Landscaping 
Irrigation system 
Irrigation water 
Monument lighting (WH entrances)  
Upgrade to LED fixtures. 
Maintenance crew 
Insurance 
Walking Trail system 
Wetlands area and walk way maintenance 
Accounting  
Fencing system maintenance 
Storm water retention 
  
To amplify, this entails 26 miles of Irrigation Pipe, 2,650 Irrigation Heads, 180 values and zones, 1,550 
trees, 22,000 Tulip bulbs and flowers, 3,500 shrubs, 1,371,000 sq ft of Turf, 180,000 sq ft of mulch, 3.8 
miles of fence, and 100 lights (bollards, and spot). And this is not all that they do for us. But not one 
penny goes to the country club. I hope this puts an end that perception. 

We felt it was important to clear that misconception first. Now to address the tree trimming and the City of 
O’Fallon. The WROA has no authority to undermine City of O’Fallon rules and regulations. The city came 
to us last summer stating that they had been receiving complaints about the trees in WingHaven and 
damage caused to commercial vehicles and school busses driving our streets and that they would have 
to begin enforcing the ordinances regarding street side and sidewalk clearance of trees along the 
roadside.  

The City of O’Fallon guidelines of 15 feet (it was never 8 feet) are in line with the surrounding 
communities, 14 feet in Lake St Louis and St Peters, all have 8 foot clearances on the sidewalks. The 
Board thought it was important that we reach out to all residents and let them know this was coming and 
give them the time to take action. In wanting to be proactive and serve our residents, we sent a letter to 
all residents on August 13th of last year alerting them that this was coming (the Master Association 
absorbed the cost of this mailing for us). This was also posted on the WROA website, wroa.info. 

Many residents did take advantage of the advance warning and had their trees brought in to compliance 
at their own expense. Unfortunately, there are many who chose to ignore it and are now receiving warning 
letters from the City of O’Fallon. I believe that this is leading to the thought that the WROA should 
contribute to the maintenance of private property. That is not in the scope of the authority of the WROA 
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because such expenditure cannot be spread equally among all residents, thus, in essence, forcing some 
residents to pay for the upkeep or maintenance of other resident’s private property. Besides the fact that 
would expose the WROA to possible litigation, it would be unfair to those residents who have paid for 
their own and to those who do not have that issue. 

When we all bought our homes in WingHaven, part of that purchase is the implicit agreement to abide by 
the Covenants that were provided at closing.  

Section 5.1 (Second Paragraph) 

Each Owner shall also be responsible for maintaining and irrigating the landscaping within that 
portion of any adjacent Common Area or public right-of-way lying between the Unit boundary and any 
wall, fence or curb located on the Common Area or public right-of way within 10 feet of the Unit boundary; 
… 

The city ordinance has similar language regarding property owners’ responsibility. Thus, it would be 
inappropriate for the Board to use funds to pay for the maintenance or compliance issues of private 
property owners. The WROA did not have a role in the planting of those trees, it was the builders and 
developers with the approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission. The trees were there when 
residents bought their property and is thus legally their personal property and responsibility. 

Our recommendation is for those who take issue with the warning letters to reach out to Code 
Enforcement Officer Brian Burke at 314-302-0684 or 636-379-5598 and set up an appointment to meet 
with him to make your case and/or request a hearing. Your strongest argument may be requesting a 
definition of a mature tree.  

You may also reach out to your Ward 3 Councilmen Rick Battelle and John Haman. 

We invite and encourage all Voting Members and residents to attend our Board meetings and to sign up if 
they want to address the Board with issues that are of concern or with ideas that will help make 
WingHaven a better place. While we realize we cannot make everyone happy all the time, this Board is 
committed to working in the best interests of WingHaven and all residents.  
   

Respectfully, 

WingHaven Board of Directors 

Dale Kling, President 
Carol Cross, Vice President 
Ken Albridge, Treasurer 
Yvonne Wilson, Secretary 
Mike Bronowicz, Director 
Michelle Wilson, Director 
Bill Halley, Director


